
 

 
TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ON THE NOVEMBER 2021 BALLOT 

 
 
Background:  The Texas Constitution, first adopted in 1876, has been amended more than 500 
times!  Only 180 amendments have ever been rejected by the voters.  This tells us that voters 
are often uninformed about the issue, so they just vote yes, or that the language may be 
unclear or confusing.  Amendments, known as “propositions” must pass the legislature by 2/3 
majority vote in both houses, and then be approved by the voters of Texas in a general election.  
Turnout at these elections is traditionally very low.  It is so important that you 1) VOTE in the 
off-year elections for amendments; and 2) STUDY and understand the amendments so that you 
can make informed, intelligent decisions about them.  Legislators often make the language of 
the ballot proposition fuzzy in order to improve the chances of passage, so it really helps to 
explore the originating legislation. 
 
People often ask – why does this have to be a Constitutional Amendment?  The answer is  
 

• If there is a rule or procedure that is part of the Constitution (as opposed to the Texas 
Code), and you want to change, amend or repeal it – the only way it can be changed is 
with a constitutional amendment.  Or….. 

• The issue is important enough to be enshrined in the Constitution where it is less likely 
to be changed, deleted, or overridden.  Constitutional amendments require 2/3 majority 
vote of both houses of the legislature, plus majority of the voters in the November 
election.  It’s a higher bar than regular legislation which can be passed by a simple 
majority in both houses, and no vote by the people. 

 
 
PROPOSITION 1 
The constitutional amendment authorizing the professional sports team charitable foundations 
of organizations sanctioned by the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association or the Women’s 
Professional Rodeo Association to conduct charitable raffles at rodeo venues. 
 
ORIGIN:  HJR 143 (Geren) 
Designates sanctioned rodeos as professional sports teams and authorizes their charitable 
foundations to conduct raffles. 
 
 
PROPOSITION 2 
The constitutional amendment authorizing a county to finance the development or 
redevelopment of transportation or infrastructure in unproductive, underdeveloped, or 
blighted areas in the county. 



 
ORIGIN:  HJR99, HB1531 (Canales) 
Authorizes counties to issue bonds to fund infrastructure and transportation projects in 
underdeveloped, unproductive or blighted areas. 
 
PROBLEM:  the final language was changed to remove the statement that “ad valorum taxes” 
would be used to repay the debt.  Uninformed voters may not realize that their taxes are used 
to fund these projects.  The language needs to be changed to be more transparent.  Also is 
vague enough to open door to eminent domain abuses, and definitions of “underdeveloped, 
unproductive or blighted”.  It is being promoted as improvements with “no new taxes” which is 
deceptive. 
 
PROPOSITION 3 
The constitutional amendment to prohibit the state or a political subdivision of the state from 
prohibiting or limiting religious services of religious organizations. 
 
ORIGIN:  OrIGIN:  SJR27 (Hancock) 
State and local governments may not enact any rules that prohibit or limit religious services by 
religious organizations. 
 
PROBLEM:  (not for some) – We already have this protection in the US Constitution 1st 
Amendment, and the Texas Constitution. 
 
 
PROPOSITION 4 
The constitutional amendment providing additional powers to the State Commission on Judicial 
Conduct with respect to candidates for judicial office. 
 
ORIGIN:  HJR165 (Jetton) 
Authorizes the commission on judicial conduct to investigate complaints against judicial 
candidates in the same manner that they investigate judicial officeholders. 
 
 
PROPOSITION 5 
The constitutional amendment changing the eligibility requirements for a justice of the 
Supreme Court, a judge of the court of criminal appeals, a justice of a court of appeals, and a 
district judge. 
 
ORIGIN:  SJR47 (Huffman) 
Increases the qualification requirements for TX Supreme Court, TX Criminal Court of Appeals 
and District Court Judges.  Supreme and Criminal Court of Appeals – 10 years’ experience; and 
District Courts – 8 years’ experience. 
 
 



PROPOSITION 6 
The constitutional amendment establishing a right for residents of certain facilities to designate 
an essential caregiver or in-person visitation. 
 
ORIGIN:  SJR19 (Kolkhorst) 
Residents of nursing, assisted living, and similar residential facilities have the right to designate 
an essential caregiver who may not be denied in-person visitation. 
 
 
PROPOSITION 7 
The constitutional amendment to allow the surviving spouse of a person who is disabled to 
receive a limitation on the school district ad valorem taxes on the spouse’s residence 
homestead if the spouse is 55 years of age or older at the time of the person’s death. 
 
ORIGIN:  HJR125 (Ellzey) 
Extends the current homestead school tax limit for disabled individuals to surviving spouses 
who are at least 55 years old and reside at the home. 
 
 
PROPOSITION 8 
The constitutional amendment authorizing the Legislature to provide an exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of the surviving 
spouse of a member of the armed services of the United States who is killed or fatally injured in 
the line of duty. 
 
ORIGIN:  SJR35 (Campbell) 
Expands the current homestead tax exemption to include surviving spouses of service members 
fatally injured in the line of duty, along with those killed outright. 
 
 
Suggestions for further study:  One way to better understand the proposed amendments is to 
look at the originating legislation (each amendment starts with a bill number in the house or 
senate and is referenced above).  If that doesn’t help you, it’s a good opportunity to talk with 
the legislator who authored the bill.  Contact them or their offices (legislative directors are good 
people to talk to about this) and ask what was on their minds and the purpose of the 
legislation.  They generally welcome the opportunity to talk about legislation they proposed 
and brag on it.  So, talk to them! 
 
If you need assistance in looking up the origin legislation, contacting the authors of the bills, or 
contacting your own representative, please let us know.  We’re happy to assist and we can 
show you how to do that. 
 
 
 



Questions?  Contact Fran Rhodes, rhodesfran@yahoo.com 
 

TRUE TEXAS PROJECT 
www.truetexasproject.com 

 
 
 

 

mailto:rhodesfran@yahoo.com
http://www.truetexasproject.com/

